MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
the yth century. Until 659-677 nothing but papyrus was used in
the royal Merovingian chancellery. Then parchment made its
appearance.1 A few private documents were still written on papyrus,
doubtless obtained from old stocks of this material, 'until nearly
the end of the 8th century. There is no sign of it after that. And
the explanation cannot be that it was no longer manufactured,
for this supposition is disproved by the beautiful papyrus docu-
ments of the 7th century in the Arab Museum of Cairo. The
disappearance of papyrus in Gaul can only have been due to the
fact that commerce first declined and then ceased. Parchment
does not seem to have been widely used at first. Gregory of Tours,
who calls it membrana, mentions it only once,2 and seems to indicate
that it was manufactured by the monks for their own use. Now,
we know that the habits of a chancellery are extremely tenacious.
If at the close of the 7th century the royal offices had ceased to
make use of papyrus it was because it was becoming very difficult
to obtain any.
Papyrus was still used to some extent in Italy. The Popes em-
ployed it for the last time in 1057. Are we to suppose, with
Breslau, that they were using up old stocks ? Did it come from
Sicily, where the Arabs introduced its manufacture in the loth
century ? As a matter of fact, it has been disputed that it came
from Sicily. It seems to me that it was probably obtained through
the trade of die Byzantine ports: Naples, Amalfi, Gaeta, Venice.
But as regards Gaul, it was no longer procurable.
Mention of spices, like that of papyrus, disappears from the
texts after 7i6.8
1 The first royal instrument on parchment is dated September I2th, 677.
fl Liber Vitae Patrum, m.g.h. ss. ker. merov., vol. I, p. 742.
8 This has been denied on the strength of a text which follows the famous
statutes of the Abbot Adalhard of Corbie in a manuscript which M. Lcvillain
believes was written shortly after 986. uevulain, Le$ statute d'Adalhard, IB
moyen age, 1900, p. 335. Now, as these statutes were drawn up in 822, it
has been generally agreed that this text was written between 822 and 986.
If this was so, it would show that it must have been possible still to obtain
papyrus at this period, or at afl events after 822, from the market of Cambrai,
and therefore, throughout Gaul. It is, however, very extraordinary to find
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